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Elder Recommendation/Application Instructions 
Overview of the Office of Elder for Fellowship Baptist Church (FBC) 
 
The elder leadership team is comprised of twelve men, including the senior pastor. Elders function 
primarily as discerners and shepherds, and as such serve as the conscience and guardians of the 
church.Acts 20:28 states, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy 
Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which he purchased with his own 
blood.” 
 
The elders evaluate everything that takes place according to three criteria: 
 
• The mission of the organization 
 
• The resources of the organization 
 
• The organization’s doctrinal statement 
 
In most matters, the elders have final say concerning the overall direction of the church. 
 

Application Process 
 
There are two parts to the application process: 
 

 Elder Recommendation 

 
This recommendation is to be completed by a church member nominating another church member for 
the position of elder. The recommendation is to be completed without consultation with man being 
nominated. The recommendation is to be completed and submitted online or turned into the church 
office. 
 

Elder Application 

 
After the elder recommendation has been completed, the church member who has made the 
nomination should notify the elder candidate. The elder candidate will also be notified by the church 
office. The candidate will then complete the elder application and submit it to the Church office if he 
wishes to continue the process. 
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Scriptural Basis of Elder Qualifications 
 
The passages in 1 Timothy 3:1-11,Titus 1:5-9, and 1 Peter 5:1-7 form the basis for elder 
qualifications. 
 

1 Timothy 3:1-11 

 
 Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble 
task.Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see that his children 
obey him with proper respect. (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he 
take care of God’s church?) He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall 
under the same judgment as the devil. He must 
also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s 
trap. Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not 
pursuing dishonest gain.They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear 
conscience.They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as 
deacons. In the same way, their wives are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but 
temperate and trustworthy in everything.  
 

Titus 1:5-9 

 
The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint 
elders in every town, as I directed you. An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife, a 
man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. Since an 
overseer is entrusted with God’s work, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, 
not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. Rather he must be hospitable, one 
who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. He must hold firmly to 
the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine 
and refute those who oppose it. (NIV) 
 

1 Peter 5:1-7 

 
To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings and one who also 
will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as 
overseers— not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy 
for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the 
flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade 
away. Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe 
yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.”Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s 
mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for 
you. 
 
 

  


